Vriesea 'Cathy’ or ‘Christiane'
by Ross Little
Links between the two were discovered by the Far North Coast Bromeliad Study Group in New South Wales. See their Newsletter Jan 2015, page 7.
Another eagle eyed observer Peter Bak from Holland also informed me (Nov. 2014) of our error and came to the rescue with an explanation:

Vriesea 'Christiane' has been reproduced in the lab for many years now with a red inflorescence, however at a grower's place a purple-bracted one showed up and was offered back for further propagation (circa 2000). This is the plant known as Vr. 'Cathy'.

During the propagation process approximately 50% turn up as Vr. 'Christiane' with a red inflorescence again. Thank you for this information Peter as this helps answer why we often see Vr. 'Cathy' red and purple forms, confusing growers.
Derek Butcher’s note. With tissue culture flasks being used it is highly probable that those who grow from these do not select. So beware! In theory it is possible for ‘Christiane’ to do the same thing. January, 2015. 
